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This summary is a compilation of the answers to a 
questionnaire sent to State Club Leaders on 
the use and suggestions for revision of 
the National 4~H Club Charter, 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
\,.6- Extension Service 
» Washington, D. C, 
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Y April 7, 1941. 
TO ALL STATE CLUB LEADERS: 


A number of inquiries from State Club Leaders during the past 
year indicate that there may be need for revising the National 4-H 
Club Charter, <A committee in the Federal Extension Office is giving 
consideration to possible revisions, It is hoped that this committee 
may have some recommendations to make at the 1941 National Club Camp, 
A copy of the charter in use today is enclosed for your information. 


The committee would like to have from you any suggestions con- 
cerning the revision of the charter, Will you please write us your 
suggestions regarding the following points: 


1. How many National 4-H Club charters do you use 
annually in your State? 


2. If you do not use the National 4-H Club charter, 
do you have a charter designed particularly for 
your State? If so, please send us a copy. 


3, When do you award the charter to clubs in your 
State? 
(a) Soon after club is organized? 
(b) At end of club year? 


4, What is your procedure or ceremony for presenting 
charter to club? 


5, What suggestions do you have for: 
(a) Changes in the design of the charter. 
(b) Changes in wording on charter. 
(c) Changes in the size of charter. 
(d) Changes in signatures. 
(e) Changes regarding achievement seals. 


6, Please send us a copy of rules and regulations 
governing the awarding of 4-H Club charters in 
your state. 


7, <Any other comments regarding the charter. 


The committee will appreciate your reply to this letter by May 
big does 


Very truly yours, 
/S/ Chas, BE, Potter, 
Field Agent. 


Enclosure, 


922-41 
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REPLIHS TO CIRCULAR LETTER REGARDING 
4-H CLUB CHARTER 


PA Be I 
abate Syecial State MCE Ghar ien is Procedure or ceremony in 
State :charters used aes awarded* : : 
annually charters ba) (bd) oe presenting charter to club 

ea Cease 4 strevejer - 2-00 No = % achievement time to leader and 
officers. 

Cedi fOrniaewce.s 51 in 1940 we Achievement Day, either day or 
evening program. 

OMIA UOs ms eee 50 No x x None. 

OCMOB tes cacees 5 Ho-25 x No particular ceremony, presented 

(Blacklock) different times. 
isp s.r Certificate 

(Keown) used. 
PASM eka wnesice 300 x Mailed or handed to leaders by agents. 
Pol Sewress ca 3550 

(girls! clubs) 

TH@ienas...+<0s. about 400 x No definite procedure, usually in 
county or local achievement 
programs. 

POV eres sare  AOCuE. 75 Ho x Varies with county. At county an- 
nual 4-H banquet, township farm 
meetings, or regular club mectings. 

SiS igre. 2.0 + ei eee Yes 

Avprox. 150 
State charters be Of Svecial occasions. 

NGS) oes sa ee Yes x 

DAGON SLND. av0i« lois Yes ae Agents take care of ceremonies of 
presentation. 

Pe Wiemetiiacas. cs, Approx. 125 Io x Presented to local leader at county 
mecting of club members, leaders 
and friends. 


(a2) Soon after club is organized. 
(ob) (At end of club year. 
(c) Other than (2) or (b). 
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Maryland 
(Jenkins) 
Massachusotts 


Missouri 
Montana 
Nebraska 
Nevada 


Hew Hampshire 
New Jersey 
New Mexico 


New York 


liorth Carolina 
North Dalcota 
Ohio 

OkLahona 
Oregon 


Puexto Rico 
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lon OF Notvitnal 
charters used 
annually 


ris 
None 


None 

500 

Do not use nany 
2500 

250 

1000 

12 


100 


100 to date-just 


25 tO 40 

No charters used. 
kone 

100 

2, OOO 


Do not use any 


charters but plan to start using thon 


REPLIES TO CIRCULAR LETTER REGARDING 
t-H CLUB CHARTS 
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Wnen charter is 


Procedure or ceremony in 
presonting charter to club 


Special State awarded® 
charters (a) (b) (c) 
No 26 =< 
(girls') (Boys!) 
Yes oa ne 
(Mostly) 
No 
No x 
Yos x 
No 4 
Mo x 
No x 
started plan z 
Yes Se 


400 copies of 
State charter 
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Usually at some achicvoment mecting. 


Usually at tine of Tinal oxbibit or 
achicvenent programs in fall. 


Achievement days in tho fall. 
Community or county achicvonent day. 


uO particular corenony. 


No particular procedure. Would be dc- 
sirable to have ceremony for such. 

When there is a cerenony it is at the 
tine of local achievement necting.. 

Special procedure at local club meeting. 


At sone public nceting or adult neeting. 


corenony required. Recomnends that 
County 4-H Council be divided into 
teans for chartering now clubs. 


Plan to start using them within the noxt year. 
Yes a5 Givon out at achievencnt neeting. 
Mo x Usually at achiovonent banquot. 
a x Prosented at sone public function or 
at a club necting. 
Yos = Tine of county round-up. 
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State 


Rhede Leland. <. 


South Carolina. 
( Johnson) 


South Carolina. 
(Lewi Ss ) 

Sout. Dakota. «« 

Tennessee...... 


VeePmoOn titenn ess « 
tet Gale ans cee o-8 
uncial cs 


MA PLIST Chelan stei4: 0 
(Hughes) 
{egg aes re 
(Zlcan) 
Washington..... 
West Virginia.. 
Wisconsine+.s.-+ 
MYOMINE . 6 scvaiaic 
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REPLIES TO 


-H CLUB CHARTER 


Pgh cee 4k 


CIRCULAR LETTER REGARDING 


(Continued) 


When charter is 
awarded* 


Noe of national 


Svecial State 
charters uscd = ¥ 


annually en aens (a) (b) (c) 
35 - 50 = 
About 100 x 
Aporox. 150 x 
3344 No x 
Have not been using National charter and do not have 

for charters. 

50 plus ifo x 
Have not been using charters but plan to start using 
150 No a 


Have never used charters but plan to start 


Have nover uscd charters. 


165 io x 
Have not used charters for somctime. 
Yos x 
200 to 250 No x 
ie 


Procedure or ceremony in 
presenting charter to club 


Varies greatly but usually not 
much ceremony. 

Left to counties. Recommend pre- 
sentation in county-wide Achieve- 
ment Day. 

Have no formal ceremony. 


County rally day or meeting of club. 
State charter. Have had no requests 


Presented on Achievement Day. 
them. 
Annual achievement exercise, but plan 
to have county agent make award 
at their meetings. 


using then. 


By county agent at achievement day. 


day. 
day, public 
or regular noeting of 


Awarded at achievenent 

Awarded at achicvenent 
necting, 
C210. 
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PART II — SUGGESTIONS FOR CHANGES 


State Design Wording Size Signature Seals 
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(Blacklock) 
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(Keown) 
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(Coy eaie ie) ee a a x 
CUCU yh a x x x 0 5 
Pee nee on <b as eee x ne 
kek oh vais ie ea a 6) x bs va 6) 
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(Johnson) 
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x. - Changes suggested. 
** ©. - No changes. 
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PART II — SUGGESTIONS FOR CHANGES (Continued) 


state Wording Signature Seals 


south Carolina. 

(Lewis) 
pouth Dakota. 
LG oS <1 ae ee 

Piece leit ce acini 
Vermont. ss. « 
Washington... 
Wisconsin... 


Na ONE cae ein 
Pocein- 54 


* x. - Changes suggested. 
ee ©. «= No changes. 
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A. Design. 
Arizona. . 
Liens Reh asia 


PRU Wiel cewiietba 


Maine.... 


Massachusetts. 
Mississippi... 
ARG SOT Tos sa 6's 


Nebraska...... 
New Hampshire. 


New Jersey. 


Puerto Rico 


IVa5 43 )5 nr 


Washington. 
Wisconsin.. 
Wyoning.... 
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PART III — SUGGESTED CHANGES 


Work out pattern around a very large lH four-leaf clover. 

Charter made up with an attractive cover such as those for modern diplomas. 

New border design. Suggests colored border. Border design does not represent 
gsirls' projects very well. Thinks it should be corrected. 

Modernizo designs. 

Modernize the whole charter, particularly the cuts in the design. 

Include phases of L_-H activities along with project work in design. 

More tyoical club and project pictures, providing better balance between home 
economics and agriculture. Run charter in colors. Make illustrations to 
include heart "H" and health "H" as well as the head "H" and the hand "H." 

Appropriate up-to-date pictures. 

Pictures in circles changed. Eliminate two smaller ones on sides and subdsti- 
tute for the four corner pictures eithor 4H clover leafs in color or pic- 
tures rovrescnting 4-H's. If two pictures aro to be placed one at top and 
one at bottom, have top one represent home and bottom one, the club. 

Get modern characters. Could it be made more colorful; less "scrollie," 
nore simple? 

Insertion of a cut on citizenship, with American flag-at top of charter. 

Change design to symbolize the service club menbers render to homes and noigh- 
bors. Pictures show sone family groups, and boys, girls and adults working 
together. Equal representation of boys and girls in design. UW enblen 
more prominent. 

Space for more scals. 

Bring picturcs up-to-date, giving a little more attention to home econonics. 

Scroll work and pictures reduced in size to give nore room for signatures, 
seals. 
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PART III — SUGGESTED CHANGES (Continued) 


Be. Wording. 


MOC aeaie 64.0 Sew © wieitelare The only placc 4H appears is in the line "Standard 4-H Club." The varagraph 
beginning "In recogmition of" etc. could be made nore effective if soncthing 
else were included besides the statenent that the club agrecs ™ to carry on 
demonstrations." It should be broadened in line with broader objectives 
of club work. 

Dee Aes one wom «eres yar 4H Club should be more prominent. 

liassachusetts....... Emphasize the use of the words "-H" in place of "Boys and Girls.'! 

TS OSS tiie ccs: cue ears Use 4-H Club charter instead of boys' and girls! charter. 

New Hampshire.....e. Eliminate the words "boys! and girls'" and substitute "LH." 

Hew Werseys cece sc os Heading "4-H Boys and Girls Club Charter." 

Ph BOP ins Sic + siete wigps Change the name "Boys! and Girls!" Club Charter to "4-H Club Charter." 

Hrods Leland... sewe Change to "4-H" instead of "Boys! and Girls! Club." WAn approved 4-H progran" 
instead of "demonstrations in agriculture and home economics." 

South Carglindse..06 Use "44 Club Charter" instead of "Boys! and Girls! Club Charter." 

(Lewis) 

BAS Brice, ockeincd. oo ape The word "standard" could be omitted. 

WOSHIUN OE ON ss ccs. a.5.0 fare Suggest the words "4-H Club" be used. 

Wisconsin........+e6. Call charter "The ‘+H Club Charter." 

WIGHT Toe take. 24? since!» a cete "HM! be substituted for "boys! and girls!," 
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Colorado... 
OWS e ss ce + 


Maine..... 
Maryland.. 


Minnesota.. 


Mississipvi. 


Missouri «s. 
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DESLOR ewes yess 


South Caroli 
(Johnson) 
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PART III — SUGGESTED CHANGES (Continued) 


Charter bo made smaller, as it is expensive to frame a large one. 

Charter be made smaller, about 84 by 11 inches, so it could be included in 
Secretary's record. Do not think many are framed and hung on the wall 
anyway. 

Make charter smaller. 

harter should be 8$ by 11 inches. 

Smaller charter, perhaps only half as large. 

Do not change size of charter but diminish width of white margin by $ inch to 
increase the space within the design. 

Prefer 8S by 11 inches, but doubt advisability of trying to condense it that 
much and make it indistinct. 

Make charter smaller. 

Not larger than a large manilla onvelope. 


A letter-sized charter might be more usable. Those clubs not desiring to have 


it framed could attach it to the club records. 
Reduce size to about two thirds of its present size. 
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D. Signature. 


CARS ECR 6 a revene.incs 
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PART III — SUGGESTED CHANGES (Continucd) 


Reconnends that the linc woon which the Statc U+H Club leader Signs his na 
carry boncath it the printing "State 4-H Club Leader." 

Line added for county agent or home demonstration agent. 

Provision for signature of county agent. 

Add county representative. 

Have director of extension and State club leader sign immediately under 
Secretary, United States Departnent of Agriculture, and leave blank at 
bottom for county agent. 

Have the signature of Secrotary of Agriculture, and also Director of Exten- 
sion, State director of extension, State club leader, and county agent. 

Renove additional lino; three lines enough. 


Add a line for signature of county agent. 
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PART III - SUGGESTED CHANGES (Continucd) 


Many clubs have been in existence for a period of yoars. Therefore, 
have a smaller seal, and allow space for years. 

Space be indicated for nore than i. years! achicvenent. 

More svecific regulations should be laid down as to use of seals. Instead 
of using "first-year achievements," etc., use "first-year standard 
club," etc. Probably the date of original charter should be indicated 
somewnere on for 

With a smaller charter, seals should be proportionately smaller. Indicate 
places for seals beyond the fifth. 

Might put seals across the bottom of charter. 

Change first-— to second-year achievement, have four seals for the fifth 
year, using charter as the only award for the first year. 

Shovld like room for 10 seals and certainly room for a minimum of 5 seals. 

Approxinately eight additional spaces »rovided on charter. 

Provision for at least 10 seals. 

Provide space for more seals. 

Place for nore seals. 

More space for achievement seals. 

Presont seal is satisfactory. Suggest in addition that a purple seal be 
available for 100 percent clubs--clubs that carry out all phases of 
vrogran and corplete records 100 porcent. 

More room for seals, and space for seals be made larger. 
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PART IV — RULES AND REGULATIONS GOVERNING THE AWARDING OF CHARTERS 


AVIZON Aes. «hsseseeoes We havo no published rules and regulations governing tho awarding of chartors, 
In the past we have beon able to know rather well the work dono by cach club, 
aS tae number is not large. 

GCAlLifPormiae..+.+s.ces Awards are made at end of the club yoar on basis of scores obtained. from the 
California U-H Club Charter Score Card. 

OOLOFS0O+..s+.+se004 Monbership of at lonst five working on samo projcct, local club leader shall have 
charge during club year, local club organization with necessary officers shall 
be formed, written progran of work nade in triplicate forn. 

WUOLIdhessccoes.sse0 tA Tenbership of five or more, an adult local leader, club organization with a con— 

(Blacklock) stitution, carefully worked out progran for tho year. 

ie Ones os sac 2eawe Or pore menpors taking sane projoct, orficers clocted fron club nenbers, local 
leader, definite program of work, six regular nectings during year, local cx- 
hipit annually. Demonstration or judging teen shall give public denonstration 
in community, county, etc., or take part in one inteorclub contest, achievement 
day during clud yoar. 

Tllinois.......s-eece Five members working on same project, adult leader, elected officer, planned 
program of work for at least six meetings. 

TOWA..c.ccccccsc-see Five members, elected officers, local leader, prepared program for the year. 

Indiana... s-..ss+secee Five members working on some project, local leader, local club organization with 
officers, definite program of work, six regular meetings a year, one demonstra-— 
tion given before a community meeting, participate in competitive judging, show 
products in exhibit, 85 percent of members complete at least one project in 
which he is enrolled and submit completed record book to agent through leaders, 
participate in local or county achievement progran. 

Memagncpecesssssesses USG own State charter. Shall have five membors, contmunity leader, electéd officers, 
organized on year-around basis, written progran for year, cight or nore regular 
nectings. 

Mentuckye+<«:+:--++eee US Own State Chartor. Upon official organization of club, election of officers 
and a progra c 

Molo aoa ssncse es USO StAtG char 
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tor, Orgsnizoa with officors, including local leader, mcnbership 
rs, hold six neetings, and request for charter comes through their 


Pee. eects. Membership of five working on some project, local loader, necessary officers and 
inite club-year program of work. 
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PART IV - RULES AND REGULATIONS GOVERNING THE AWARDIUG OF CHARTERS (Continued) 


Maryland.......+-+... Use rules and regulations sent from United States Department of Agriculture. 

Massachusetts.....-. No rules or regulations for State charter which is used. 

Minnesota........--. Five members working on same project, local leader, local club organization with 
necessary officers, and definite club year program of work. 

Mississippi....-.... Five members working on same project, local leader, local club organization with 
necessary officers, definite program of work, cight regular meetings during the 
year, club exhibit held annually, community Achievement Day held annually, 
represented at each county-wide event, 75 percent of members keep complete and 
accurate records, and hold community judging contest in two subjects. 

PRScOULiaaessssscete NUON Club 1s properly organized as a standard club. 

Montana.........+..e. First-year club has standard or higher rating on +H Club score card. 

Nebraska........+... When tho first four standard club requirements are met. 

Novada.............. A standard is sot by a 4-H Club score card on which accomplishmonts are scored. 
Aftcr local leader has scored club and sent tho application blank with copy of 
score cara to oxtcnsion agent, the agent will check score and aporove applica- 
tion to assistant director and award will be made under authority from State 
extension office. 

New Hampshiro....... Score card is used and when certain rating is attained, charter is awardcd. 

New Jersey.......... Ten members enrolled in all projects, 5 members enrolled in any one vroject, con- 
stitution and bylaws, full set of officers, adult leader, yearly planned program 
of work, organization on vermanent basis. 

Mew Mexico.......ee- Use their own charter. Membership of five working on same project, local leader, 
local club organization with necessary officers and duties, definite program 
of work for year. 

Wew York..........-. Membership of five, local leader, club organization with constitution and bylaws 
and elected officers, definite program for club year. 

WNorta Carolina...... Score card is used and any club attaining score of 75 percent is rated as standard 
club and will reccive a charter. 

OO wees. axr-e.-s ACULY adviser, five or more members, organization with constitution and officers, 
at least cight activities, sucm# as mectings, tours, local and county trips, 
judging. 
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ies aa IV — RULES AND REGULATIONS GOVERNING THE AWARDING OF CHARTERS (Continued) 


Oklahoma.....ec.-eee- Club must make a total score of at least 800 points, after the last meeting the 
secretary should total up score and submit it for approval to county and home 
demonstration agents who approve score and submit to State club office. If 
that office approves the score card, then a charter will be issued. 

Oregon.......++...--e AS s00n as club progrem has been received by State club leader, a charter is sent 
10 Cluys 

Pennsylvania........ Use State charter. A charter with a gold seal is given to all clubs that have met 
the standard club ieee ee a members having completed 100 percent. 

harter with silver seal is given to all clubs havin; met requirements of standard 
club and members having cormleted 85 percent. 

Rhode Island........ Membershiv of at least five, adult local leader, local club organization with neces-— 
sary officers and approved program for club year. 

South Carolina...... Use national requiroments. 

(Johnson) 
South Carolina...... Membership of at least five working on same project, local club leader in charge, 
(Lewis) locel club organization with necessary projects, program of work covering 
period of demonstration activity. 

PUET@OR Gee wueie.s.e-os When all 10 standard club roquiremcnts are met by club. 

Peoieneesass.-+sse0e When clue has compicted its work’ 100 pertont at end of club year, but plan to 
change and make award soon after the club is organized and award charter at 
this time. When club has completed its work 100 percent, shall receive gold 
sea 

Washington.......... Membership of five working on same project, elect own officers, meet 10 times 
during year, local leader in charge, definite plan of work. 

WVOUtUO ss seeesenses Monbership of five enrolled in sane project, local leader in charge, local club 
organization with necessary officers and a definite program of work for the 
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PART V-— OTHER COMMNTS REGARDING THS CHARTER 


We foel that chartors and seals coupled with our rules and regulations have done 
a great deal to improve quantity and quality of club work. Have increased per-— 
centage of completion of projects. Today have 82 percent completions as com- 
pared with 69 percent before charters were used. 

Thinks clud charters should be done away with because most clubs have no central 
neeting place to display charter and few club members remember that charter 

xists. At one State conference, county home advisers said they did not think 
the charters were worth the trouble they caused. 

Not entirely satisfied that charters are being used to best advantage of club work. 
One difficulty is that so many clubs have been standard clubs for years. Some 
means should be found for recognizing such a program. Present charteor does not 
lend itself for such use. Mainly, there is no datc, and club could apply for 
@a new charter every year if desired. 

We would like very much to use charter in Massachusetts and hope to do so by the 
time a new charter is out. Have changed whole pin system and would like to 
use charter to keep in step with other changes. Also change color of charter. 
This might be green against white or other colors as well might be used. 

What about "Home" in the pledge and creed? 

Difficulty in getting charters. Could some plan be worked out whereby it would 
be possible to get charters without delay? 

Definitely worth while. Has already done much to strengthen local clubs. 

Have found the use of charter in this State to be satisfactory. 

Use of charter is very encouraging. 

Adds permanency to club, as a club having charter is more likely to continue fron 
year to year than one that does not. Charter in present form has many advan- 
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PART YV-— OTHER COMMNTS REGARDING THE CHARTER (Continued) 


Any year club completcs 100 percent, club is donominated a 100 percent club and a 
gold ribbon is attached under edge of scal awarded for that year. Chartor is 
usually hung in regular vlaco for club mcctings. When club ceases to function, 
chartor may rovert to State officc or is hung in some public place. Clubs are 
very proud of chartors and so is club community. The year club charter is 
awarded is placed at bottom of chartcr. 

Helps clubs to devolov more pride in its organizations, 

Nevor advocated charter becausoc of some qucstion as to what constitutcs a standard 
club. Unless the standards are highcr than average club which is considered 
standard, so meny charters would bo awarded that thoy would not moan a great 
deal to anyone. Thinks it might be discussed at National Camp as one of theo 
things that might bo unificd throughout country, leaving it optional with the 
States whcthor they care to use charter or not. 

Charter is valuable tool in club program. Stimulates interest, adds prestige to 
work, and in many communities is part of achievement-day program to remove 
charter from wall and add to it another seal. Charter considered valuable bde- 
cause it woulca be impossible to obtain the signatures again that are now on 
them. Many of same charters are in use, being passed on from one group of 
young folks in community to next, 

Only objection to charter is that not very many clubs use them after they are 
awarded, and they are mainly something to present to club at whicn time atten- 
tion can be called to certain standards of achievement. Perhaps, if they 
achieve that purpose, would not be so conccrned about whether thoy are dis- 
played in a public place or not. Also have problem of 4-H community clubs, 
which need a different type of charter. Would be glad to have somcthing to 
fill the needs of these larger clubs. 
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MISCELLANEOUS 


One circular lotter returned unsigned with the following notations: 
Number of charters used annually, 1,500. 


Charter awarded at ond of club year. 


"In. recognition for having attained the 


Suggested change in wordings: 
requiremonts of a standard 4-H Club." 


922-1 Soh ieee 


) 


4 
4 
. 


; 
=e 
co 


